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After this cold confiderance, fentence me : 

And as you are a King, {peak in your ftate 

What I have done that mifbecame my place. 
SHAKESPEAR, 


Many of the writers, who have 
given their labours to the world in periodical pub. 
lications, have complained heavily of the dangers, 
to which Authorfhip has expofed them, and have 
warned pofterity to be cautious, how they quit eafe 
for fame. Much, however, of this lamentation may 
fafely be imputed to vanity rather than to real di- 
ftrefs, and to a delire of magnifying merit by an 
enumeration of its difficulties. For with what juf- 
tice can he complain of being held up to public 
view, who may conceal his name from all mankind, 
and who, notwithftanding the celebrity of his cha- 
racter, need not be perfonally known to any but his 
Printer’s boy and the proprietor 4 garret? whe 
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may walk along the ftreets of London undiftinguifhed 
amidft the crowd, and who may vitit the Tavern or 
the Play unmolefted by falutation, unknown and 
difregarded ? 


Very different is the fituation of him, who ven- 
tures to write in the Country, where concealment is 
lefs practicable and difcovery much more danger- 
ous. Ina {mall town, every minute event forms a 
kind of zra among its inhabitants: the news of the 
day, which every where conftitutes a great part of the 
converfation, is there neceffarily confined to a very 
few topics: and inftances of authorfhip are in moft 
towns fo rare, that if any thing is iffued from the 
Prefs, however little its importance, whether it be 
an epigram, a fong, or even a hand-bill, all are ea- 
ger to learn from whom it proceeded. If the en- 
quirer does not meet with an immediate anfwer, 
conjecture fupplies the place of authentic informa- 
tion; and partly from concurring circumftances, 
partly from the teftimony of his own filence, the 
offender is readily convicted. It is, therefore, 
{carcely poffible, that an author fhould lie conceal- 
ed in the Country ; and more efpecially, if he keep 
curlofity awake by conftantly renewing the caufe of 
enquiry, as is the cafe with Periodical writers : and 
yet how defiradle 1s concealment the Couairy Spefta- 
tor has already been taught by experience. ids 


To’ fatire or perfonal invective was never my 
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aim, but rather has been ftudioufly ayoided, I have 
fometimes been fufpeGed of indulging petty animo- 
fity againft thofe, to whom I bear neither love nor 
hatred ; and I have fcarcely ever attempted to deli- 
neate a character er to cenfure any fpecies of folly, 
but I have heard privately before Tuefday Evening, 
to what great perfonage in my neighbourhood I was 
thought to have alluded, and what lady had done 
me the honour to “ wonder at my aflurance.’”’ It 
may appear furprifing; yet fo ftrong is the 
principle of felf-love, that fome people are as tena- 
cious of their difgrace as they are of their reputa- 
tion; they eagerly believe, that if a foible, which 
has unfortunately been ridiculed, in any meafure be- 
long to themfelves, they muft be the perfons, to 
whom the reproof was folely directed, becaufe fol- 
lies are fo extremely peculiar, and are fo very diffi- 
cult tobe found! To thefe monopolizers 1 beg leave 
to point out their miftake ; and to aflure them, that 
however willing | may be to give them their due 
portion of weaknets, abfurdity or vice, I cannot al- 
low them an exclufive right to their poffeffions, be- 
caufe, wherever I have been, | have met with thofe, 
who claim ¢be7r fhare alfo in the property, and are 
equally capable of fupplying their guo/a to my work. 
And, indeed, to avoid the appearance of drawing 
too often upon my neighbours, I frequently levy 
contributions upon firangers, or bring into ufe fuch 
remarks, as | have made in my various peregrina- 
tions at home and abroad: I fay aéroad, tince a very 
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fhort tour on the Continent forms the modern 
Traveller, and befides, I find that many of my pre- 


deceffors difcourfe very fluently about Bruje/s and 
Paris. 


Be1nc, however, fomewhat callous to unmerited 
rebuke, I can eafily bear the wrath of thofe, who 
only perfuade themfelves that they are offended, or 
who, if they really are angry, certainly deferve 
pity. But 1 cannot help exprefling my deep con- 
cern at difcovering any caufe, which may tend to 
obftruct the fuccefs of my labours ; and I heartily 
lament, when I perceive that thefe my moft fublime 
and profound lucubrations lofe much of their 
effect by the fingle circumftance of their author’s 
being known. It is very truly faid, “ that no man 
“isa prophet in his own country.”” He, who is 
heard every day to trifle in converfation and be- 
trays levity over a bottle, wili not be fuppofed to be 
very wife in his ftudy, however grave his remon- 
ftrances and however juft his remarks: and every 
thing he does in his public character is fo clofely con- 
nected with his private conduct, that unlefs he lays 
himfelf under the moft unnatural reftraint and is al- 
ways on his guard, his credit will inevitably fuffer, 
and he will not be thought “ a prophet.” 


I nave often amufed myfelf with imagining what 
tmportance my lectures would aflume, were I refi- 
dent in Loadon. There, probably, I fhould be the 
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tenant of a lofty habitation, and I fhould neither 
know my Readers, nor be known by them. From 
this my aerial abode, | fhould rarely fally forth be. 
fore dufk, when I might be tempted to half a play 
or an evening’s entertainment at fome place of 
public refort. Like the ancient monarchs of Perjia, 
I fhould iffue edicts, which my fubjects would re 
ceive with becoming reverence, becaufe they would 
know nothing of the foibles of a Legiflator, who 
had never been feen in public; and, therefore, they 
would naturally conclude, that he, who was fo wonder- 
fully ingenious in his writings, muit be equally fur- 
prifing before his own fige-fide. It would, then, be 
impoffible for themtodifcover, that the man, who 
had dared to offer them inftruction, was infignificant 
in his appearance, dull in company, or placed in a 
humble ftation: they would, perhaps, form opi- 
nions of him directly contrary to reality ; they might 
fujppofe him to be a man of a commanding afpect, 
a prodigious wit, and as to rank, at leaft an 


Efquire. 


I wave been led into thefe reflections, chiefly, by 
the receipt of fome letters fent from diftant parts 
and intended for the Country Speator, yet addreffed to 
me by name. To one, who is fo fully fenfible 
of the danger of open authorfhip, fuch an event 
mu(t be truly alarming ; and were I not a man of 
confiderable courage, it would be fufficient to deter 
me from the profecution of my defiga. Ihave met, 
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however, with fo much encouragement, that I fhall 
not eafily be induced to defift: at the fame time, I 
muft befeech myReaders for many andimportant rea. {| 
fons, to know no more of me than they can help. To [/ 
lie concealed in my own neighbourhood I always fore- 
faw would be impoflible ; but to be known by name 
at a diftance from home is more than I expected or 
wifhed. I, therefore, entreat all thofe, who are 
yet ignorant of my name, profeflion, perfon and 
abode, to make no enquiry refpecting either : and 
as tothe few, who are already acquainted with thefe 
{everal particulars, I can only defire them to for- 
get what they have learnt, and to judge what | am 
folely by my Papers. In this demand there is, furely, 
nothing unreafonable; fince all great men on cer- 
tain occafions are allowed to be incog. and however 
well they are known, are noticed by none of their 


friends. 
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But this petition is more efpecially addreffed 
to my worthy friends my Correfpondents, many of 
whom have doubtlefs been offended at my neglect 
of their contributions. Of fome of them I fhould 
be extremely forry to incur the difpleafure, and to 
thefe I wifh by all means to be unknown, otherwife 
than in my public capacity of the Country Speéfator. 
If my requeft comes too late, I would have them 
confider me as a fort of Jury-man of the Mufes, who 

~ has {worn to decide the fate of the compofitions laid 
before him, without fear, favor or affection; and 
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as fuch, I beg them not to refent any verdict, which 
I fhall have given againft them, after I have quitted 
the Court. 


Turs requeft, however, is made to thofe of my 
Correfpondents, who may have fome reafon to ima- 
gine themfelves injurioufly treated or undefervedly 
neglected: for to many of them, and indeed, to the 
majority, I do not conceive explanation to be necef- 
fary or apology to be due. One gentleman fende 
me a weighty budget of communications, and is 
very wrathful again{t me for having fo far erred in 
my criticifm, as to have given the preference to 
that Paper, which, it feems, was in his own infalli« 
ble opinion, only the fecond, perhaps the third, in re- 
fpect of literary merit : tho’ I had not prefumed to 
fay a fyllable of its pre-eminence in point of com- 
pofition, but had made choice of it above the 
reft, as being the moft fuitable to the plan of my 
work: with which, however, the gentleman will not 
allow me to be fo well acquainted-as himfelf. Ano- 
ther writer favors me with learned difquifitions on 
Botany, Chemijlry, Medicine and Metaphyfics; why 
thefe are rejected, I hope he will be able to difcover 
without my afliftance. A third clafs of my Corre- 
fpondents are thofe, who were never taught to /ped/ ; 
a fet, no doubt, of very worthy gentlemen, whom I 
am forry to condemn in the grofs, but I had fecretly 
refolved at the very outfet of my undertaking to pay 
no regard to any of their communications. The 
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laft and not the leaft incorrigible of my Corre- 
fpondents are they, who are not content to puzzle 
me with their profe, but abfolutely infult me in 
verfe. One of thefe poets I had determined to make 
a public example by printing his verfes with his 
fignature at the endof them. My clemency, how- 
ever, has prevailed over my juftice; for how far 


he was deferving of punifhment will eafily be feen, 
‘when I affure my Readers, that his lines confift, 


{ome of fifteen, fome of fixteen fyllables,and have at 
the clofe of them, by way of rhimes, opinion and pol!- 
tician, provoked and envelsped, and other combina- 
tians equally harmonious. 


I cannot conclude without obferving, that almoft 
all,, who have obliged me with offers of affiftance, 
are cautious how they encounter much labour and 
fatigue. While they fupply me with Effays, which 
are alike adapted to all publications of this kind, 
they leave to me the whole trouble of exploring the 
latent fources of originality, which I am en- 
deavouring to difcover inthe region of rural life. 
1 with, therefore, to apprize fome of thofe, whofe 
Papers may never come to light, that elegance or 
ftrength of language employed on hackneyed fubjects, 
cannot be fecure of infertion: and that the extra- 
neous Kifays, with which this work will be inter- 
iperfed, are always to be procured without difficulty 
er delay. 


R. 


